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Dear Volunteer,

Thank you for taking the time to share your idea with Science Buddies! This Project Idea Template is your guide to writing a Project Idea. This template goes hand-in-hand with the Project Idea Guide, which goes into more detail about writing, style, and terminology. 

For each section, we’ve included page numbers corresponding to where you can find relevant information in the Project Idea Guide, and strongly encourage you to take a moment to review those before completing each section. 

Note: Please contact Science Buddies to discuss your ideas PRIOR to writing, or with any questions, at: scibuddy@sciencebuddies.org.
We hope this template helps you in your quest to create a wonderful Project Idea that will serve students and teachers everywhere. 

Sincerely,

The Science Buddies Editorial Team

Title (Something catchy and fun!):
Please see page 9 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.
Objective (Brief sentence or two explaining the goal of the project):

Please see page 12 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.

Abstract (100 words or less, which grabs the student’s interest and tells them what the project is about):
Please see pages 9-10 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.

Project Summary Table:

Please see pages 10-11 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.
Note: Double-click a box and select “Checked” to include an “X” in the box you choose.
Time Required:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Very Short (a day or less)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Short (several days)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Average (about one week)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Long (a couple of weeks)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Very Long (several weeks to months)

Prerequisites:   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
None

or

Provide a brief description of requirements:

Material Availability: 


[Below are a few of the text options for this section, which you can tailor to on your Project Idea.]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
None 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Readily available

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Specialty items (and list some specifics)

Cost: 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Very Low (under $20)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Low ($20 - $50)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Average ($50 - $100)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
High ($100 - $150)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Very High (over $150)

Safety: 


Below are a few of the text options for this section, which you can tailor to on your Project Idea.
No issues

Minor injury possible

Minor injury possible (wear safety goggles)

Adult supervision is recommended.
Adult supervision is required.
Requires adult supervision in a special facility

Use caution when using sharp knife.

Introduction: 

Please see pages 12-14 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.
Terms, Concepts and Questions To Start Background Research: 

Please see pages 14-15 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.
· Term 1…

Questions

· Question 1…

Bibliography: 

Please see page 15 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.
APA Bibliography Samples—all examples found here:

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_apa_format_examples.shtml 


Online periodical (most commonly used source):
Author's name. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume number. Retrieved month day, year, from full URL 

Online document (most commonly used source):
Author's name. (Date of publication). Title of work. Retrieved month day, year, from full URL 

· Devitt, T. (2001, August 2). Lightning injures four at music festival. The Why? Files. Retrieved January 23, 2002, from http://whyfiles.org/137lightning/index.html 
· Dove, R. (1998). Lady freedom among us. The Electronic Text Center. Retrieved June 19, 1998, from Alderman Library, University of Virginia website: http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/afam.html 

· GVU's 8th WWW user survey. (n.d.). Retrieved August 8, 2000, from http://www.cc.gatech.edu/gvu/usersurveys/survey1997-10/ 
· Health Canada. (2002, February). The safety of genetically modified food crops. Retrieved March 22, 2005, from http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/english/protection/biologics_genetics/gen_mod_foods/genmodebk.html 

MLA Bibliography Samples—all examples found here:

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_mla_format_examples.shtml 


Books (most commonly used source):

Author's last name, first name. Book title. Additional information. City of publication: Publishing company, publication date. Pages (if pointing out specific pages).
· Allen, Thomas B. Vanishing Wildlife of North America. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1974. 
· Boorstin, Daniel J. The Creators: A History of the Heroes of the Imagination. New York: Random, 1992. 

· Hall, Donald, ed. The Oxford Book of American Literacy Anecdotes. New York: Oxford UP, 1981.

· Searles, Baird, and Martin Last. A Reader's Guide to Science Fiction. New York: Facts on File, Inc., 1979.

· Toomer, Jean. Cane. Ed. Darwin T. Turner. New York: Norton, 1988.

Materials & Equipment: 

Please see page 16 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.
· Material 1…

Experimental Procedure: 

Please see pages 17-18 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.
1. To start this science fair project, you should …

Variations: 

Please see pages 18-19 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.
· Variation 1…

Credits: 

List all author(s) and/or source(s)

Image Credit Data for each image in project:

Please see pages 19-20 of the Project Idea Guide for more information.
Image #1

Description: 

Source: 

License: 

Source URL: 
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