
An Illumination Investigation
Recommended Light Levels

Place Illumination (lux)

Stairwell 200

Entrance lobby 200

Inside hallway 200

Auditorium 150

Cafeteria 150

Kitchen 500

Gymnasium 500

Janitor’s closet/storage rooms 200

Restroom 200

Computer lab 500

General classroom 750

Library reading area 400 

Library stacks 350

Rooms where detailed drawing work is 
done (e.g., art studio) 1750

Rooms where very precise and detailed 
work is done for a long period of time 7500

Recommended light level references: archtoolbox, The Engineering ToolBox

https://www.archtoolbox.com/materials-systems/electrical/recommended-lighting-levels-in-buildings.html
http://www.engineeringtoolbox.com/light-level-rooms-d_708.html

